[YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Mr. Barry Andrews TD

Minister for Children

Department of Health and Children

Hawkins House

Dublin 2

Re:  Adoption Bill 2009

Dear Minister Andrews,

I am writing to you in connection with the proposed Adoption Bill.  As [DELETE AS APPROPRIATE an adopted person/a natural mother/a natural father/an adoptive parent/a relative of an adopted person/a friend of someone connected to adoption/a concerned citizen etc] I have quite a number of concerns in relation to the proposed Bill.

The issues not covered in the Bill include tracing and information; the National Adoption Contact Preference Register; an adopted person’s right to know they are adopted; the right of an adopted person to have access to their birth certificate; the rights of the child, as well as no representation for adopted people on the board of the Adoption Authority; the Authority not being covered under the Freedom of Information Act and adoption agencies are being granted automatic entry into the register of accredited bodies.  
Many adopted people and natural parents participated in the 2003 Consultation where there was overwhelming consensus from all parties regarding basic human rights for adopted people.  Reading this Bill, it is as if the Consultation never happened.  I would urge you to address this matter with the greatest of urgency.

Yours sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]
